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TAGS: PINT MILI MOPS VC 

SUBJ: NAMYIT OPERATION ENCOUNTERS ROC GUNBOAT 

HEREWITH REPEAT OF AMCONSUL BIEN HOA MESSAGE 323 FOR YOUR 
ACTION QUOTE 

CONFIDENTIAL BIEN HOA 323 
EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT MILI MOPS VC 

SUBJECT: NAMYIT OPERATION ENCOUNTERS ROC GUNBOAT 
REFERENCE: BIEN HOA 307, 273, AND 269 

1. WE HAVE LEARNED THAT NAMYIT OPERATION (REFTELS) RAN INTO 
TROUBLE WITH REPUBLIC OF CHINA (ROC) GUNBOAT 35KM NORTH OF ITS 
DESTINATION. LTC CUONG, HEAD OF OPERATION, REPORTEDLY TOLD 
DEBRIEFING SESSION AT MR3 HEADQUARTERS THAT AN ROC GUNBOAT 
ESCORTED, AT GUN POINT, MEMBERS OF OPERATION TO ROC OCCUPIED 
ISLAND NAMED THAI BINH FOR QUESTIONING. CUONG SAID THAT COLONEL 
IN CHARGE OF ROC MARINE GARRISON WANTED TO KNOW WHAT VIETNAMESE 
WERE DOING IN AREA. ACCORDING TO SOURCE WHO WAS AT DEBRIEFING, 
CUONG SAID HE TOLD ROC COLONEL HE WAS ON TRAINING" EXERCISE 

IN ORDER TO AVOID WHAT COULD HAVE BEEN MORE THAN EMBARRASSING 
SITUATION. SOURCE ALSO TOLD US THAT ROC COLONEL, IN RATHER 
STRONG TERMS, ADVISED CUONG NOT TO REMOVE ROC FLAT ON NAMYIT 
ISLAND AS VIETNAMESE HAD DONE ONCE BEFORE. 

2. CUONG APPARENTLY REFUSED TO HEED ADVICE, ELECTING INSTEAD TO 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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US THAT CUONG, AFTER ARRIVING ON NAMYIT, RADIOED MR3 HEADQUARTERS 
TO RELAY HIS EXPERIENCE. A FEW HOURS AFTER INITIAL CONTACT, CUONG 
RECEIVED ORDERS TO REPLACE ROC FLAG WITH GVN'S. 

3. THERE IS A BIT OF APPREHENSION BEING EXPRESSED IN MR3 CIRCLES 
ABOUT WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN IF ROC MARINES DECIDE TO VISIT NAMYIT 
ISLAND. WHAT CONCERNS OFFICIALS HERE IS SAFETY OF 10 FROGMEN AND 
CREW OF ONE SHIP WHO WERE LEFT BEHIND TO PROTECT GVN'S INTERESTS. 

4. COMMENT: WE HAVE FEELING THAT OPERATION IS REALTED TO OFFSHORE 
OIL EXPLORATION POSSIBILITIES. SOURCE REPORTED THAT SPECIAL LAND 
SURVEYORS WHO ACCOMPANIED MEMBERS OF OPERATION BROUGHT BACK 
SAMPLES OF DARK AND WHITE SAND WHICH ARE NOW IN SAIGON FOR STUDY. 

WALKINSHAW UNQUOTE 

MARTIN 
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